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Legislative Proposal

Sister City Program Support
Problem:

The problem is threefold:

a) Several of California’s cities have established diplomatic relations with political entities that we as a country do not have diplomatic relations or ties with (for example, Cuba, Iran and the Palestinian Authority).

b) There are no statewide guidelines for establishing diplomatic relations through Sister City programs 
c) There is a shortage of funding available for these programs 
EXAMPLE:
On the Sister City Project website located at www.sister-cities.org/, you can find a list of cities that California cities have partnered with. The list ranges from A to Z (Albania to Zimbabwe). Additionally, the list includes 3 cities in countries that the United States and California do not have diplomatic relations with. They are: 

a) Tehran, Iran
b) Santiago de Cuba, Cuba 
c) Bethlehem, Palestine Authority 
SOLUTION: 
1) Establish standards and qualifications for cities to follow when establishing Sister City programs
2) Create financing mechanisms that will help attract donors to the program. 
SUPPORT: possible
1) Sister City Projects
2) A variety of not for profit organizations around the state and country
3) California’s business community
4) Local Governments
OPPOSITION: possible
1) Franchise Tax Board (based on costs)
2) Locals who don’t like the program, or the city’s choice
ARGUMENTS IN SUPPORT

1)  This program will support our international friends
2)  This program will be paid for mostly by private donations
3) By supporting our international friends, we will be expanding California’s image, economy and influence 
ARGUMENTS IN OPPOSITION

1) To implement this program will cost money, money that we don’t have
2) California cannot establish diplomatic relations with other countries, so our city’s should not be able to either
FISCAL EFFECT: Unknown – estimated
a) Initial loss based on fees to become part of the program

b) Overall benefit as diplomatic and economic relations are established
CODE SECTION AFFECTION: As per Legislative Counsel

LANGUAGE ATTACHED: 
Yes – Language outlined below as follows
1) Intent Language –  
a. It is understood that establishing communications and friendships creates long relationships; and
b. Once “friendships” between political entities are established, economic and social relations often follow; and 
c. California expresses it support for peace loving and democratically elected governments that respects the rights of their citizens; and 
d. Strong allies equate to security at home in the US and California
2) Language:  concepts as follows:
a.  Provide a tax benefit for those who contribute to sister city projects
b. Tax check off box on tax form

c. State to supply a matching donation to the Sister City Program, up to 50% of the cost (city has to raise the money first, and then apply for the matching funds)
3) The criteria for establishing relations is as follows:
a. Member of the UN

b. Relations with the United States 
c. Diplomatic relations with the neighbors

d. An embassy presence in the State of California

e. Support the concepts of peace
f. Internationally recognized government
g. Democratically elected government

h. Not listed as a “do not travel” country by the Federal Government (Like N. Korea, Iran and Cuba)
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