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Legislative Proposal

The California VOLUNTEER ACT OF 2012
PROBLEM(S):  
a) Traditionally, volunteer organizations lack money and volunteers to take care of growing needs. This is even truer in difficult times
b) State and local governments are short on both money and people to operate and provide services efficiently and effectively
c) Those who are often unemployed, find that their job skills deteriorate when not used.
EXAMPLE(S):  
a) As governments at all levels shrink, service is still needed for their constituents, but often not offered because of the shortage of people thanks to layoffs.
b) As more and more people are harmed by the economy, many turn to private organizations for services and help. Those organizations are often over taxed and lack volunteers who actually provide the services that are needed to those who all whom need them

c) Unemployed are “home” not doing things and their skill deteriorate, making it harder for them to compete in the market place.

SOLUTION(S): 

a) Enact provisions that will allow for California citizens to earn $10 an hour in tax credits (with a maximum of $520 a year) for doing community service. The service can/should be provided to both public and private entities that support the use of volunteers. The choice of service is up to the volunteer and the need(s) of the organization that they “hope” to volunteer for.
POSSIBLE SUPPORT: 
1) Governments - local
2) Citizens tax groups

3) Not for profit and service based organizations 
4) Schools

POSSIBLE OPPOSITION: 
1) Possible tax groups
2) Governments

3) Franchise Tax Board

ARGUMENTS IN SUPPORT:

1) This shows how much we can do and save if more people volunteered to help service those in need.

2) This will help create a supply of volunteer workers to do work that might not get done under today’s economic and business environments.
3) This will help workers keep their job skills sharp as they look for employment
4) This will help local governments save money while still providing services
5) Community service makes a better society.

ARGUMENTS IN OPPOSITION:

1) Insurance costs will be a problem
2) Will not save enough money

3) Will make things worse

4) Will take jobs away from Union workers

5) Volunteers need to be trained, and there is no one to train them.

ADDRESSABLE ISSUES: 

1) This  program is 100% volunteer by both those who need volunteers and those who volunteer 
2) Insurance: If insurance is a problem for a group, then they do not have to provide the service or use the volunteers – remember, this is a volunteer program and is not mandatory
3) Costs: If 33% of the people of California volunteer for this program and utilize it to the utmost, it will cost approximately $7 billion. Yet the reality is that they will be providing over $14 bill worth of service to the state that won’t have to be paid for, for a net savings of $7 billion.
SECTION AFFECTED: As per Legislative Council

LANGUAGE ATTACHED: yes.

SUGGESTED LANGUAGE: 
Section 1: Title: The California Volunteer Act of 2011

Section 2: Californians who volunteer for work at a recognized not for profit service or an official government entity or office, can do so and receive pay for their service.

Section 3: Pay is equal to ten dollars an hour with a maximum being $520.
Section 4: Hours are not transferable and cannot be carried over – (they must be used in the year they are collected), and only by the person who collected them.
Section 5: If the person collecting them is claimed on someone else’s taxes, that person can use the credits.

Section 6: Community service ordered by courts for whatever reason, is not usable in this equation. 
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